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Takashi Zetsu
September 6, 2015
US Open Junior Qualifying 2015
Yuki Mochizuki & Eri Shimizu
For the fourth consecutive year, I have had

the privilege of working with Wilson and the

High School Tennis Federation in assisting

the high school boy's and girl's national champion. This year, I was fortunate to have met
two very wonderful students in Yuki and Eri. Their tennis abilities are among some of the
best that I have seen coming from Japan and I enjoyed every moment with them.

I found Yuki Mochizuki to be a very easy going individual with great confidence in his
tennis. His game is very smooth yet powerful and his even keel mentality allows him to stay
calm even on a big stage like the US Open. Since it was his first trip outside of Japan, I was
worried that NYC might be a bit overwhelming but he was just fine. Unfortunately due to a
lack of match play leading up to the tournament, it took Yuki a full set before his engine
started going. I feel like mid-way through the second set, he started to play much better but
I think it would have been a much closer match if he played to his potential from the

start. It is quite difficult getting into a match rhythm when you have not been consistently
on tour like the rest of the field. Regardless, I think Yuki was able to experience some great
things here in NY and I hope he uses it as a stepping stone in his tennis career moving
forward.

Eri Shimizu was a player I met in Saitama about 4 years ago during a practice session at her
tennis club. She was very petite at the time but she had the heart of a true fighter. I recall
asking her what her name was and wishing her great success because I thought she had the
potential to be a champion one day. I was delighted to see that the same little girl from 4
years ago was still playing hard and still passionate about tennis. She plays hard until the
very last point and will not go away easily even if she is down match point. Her sliding on
the hard court shows her athleticism and a great sense for defense. If she improves on her
offensive strategy starting with her serve, learns how to use court space more efficiently and
effectively, and increases the number of 3 set match play throughout the year, she has a great
deal of upside. Much like Yuki, Eri had a slow start in the first set but came back and fought
hard before losing in straight sets. She fought off numerous match points by her opponent
but her uphill battle proved to be a little too much.

I believe each year, the students get to learn and experience so much thanks to this US Open
wildcard. I think that this year's players still have a lot of upside in their tennis game and I

hope they will take the valuable lessons they learned in NY back home with them, and
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continue to work hard. It was truly a pleasure working with Yuki and Eri and I wish them

the best of luck in whatever they pursue in their life.
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